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What’s ahead?
1) Winter 2019-20 in review
2) La Niña for this fall & winter
3) Winter 2020-21 outlook
4) Ways to stay informed
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Winter 2019-2020 Review
Our outlook from last fall:

What happened at Hillsboro:
Temp (Dep) Precip (Dep) PDX Snow

OCT    48.2° (-3.3°)  1.51” (-1.67”)   none
NOV 44.5° (+0.1°) 1.16” (-5.31”)   Trace
DEC 41.5° (+3.0°) 5.22” (-1.52”)   Trace
JAN 44.2° (+4.1°) 7.18” (+1.12”)  Trace 
FEB 41.7° (-0.6°)  1.49” (-2.92”)   Trace
MAR 44.1° (-2.0°)  2.12” (-1.61”)     0.5”
APR 51.5° (+1.5°) 0.88” (-2.13”)    none
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Thoughts about Winter Outlooks

1) Probability of Occurrence
2) In other words, less/more 

likely than usual?
3) Outlook ≠ Forecast
4) Be “weather-ready” 

if/when it happens!
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ENSO Status:
La Niña this fall & winter

Moderate La Niña conditions 
to continue through winter 
and likely trend toward 
ENSO-Neutral in spring
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Historical View: 
Temperatures & 
Precipitation 
during La Niña

Temperatures

Precipitation

Dec)

Overall cooler 
than average in 
the late winter

Generally 
above average 
Oct - Mar
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Winter 2020-2021 Outlook: November
Temperatures & Precipitation 

Temperatures Precipitation

Climate Prediction Center www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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Winter 2020-2021 Outlook: Nov - Jan
Temperatures & Precipitation 

Temperatures Precipitation

Climate Prediction Center www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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Winter 2020-2021 Outlook: Jan - Mar
Temperatures & Precipitation 

Temperatures Precipitation

Climate Prediction Center www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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Streamflow in La Niña Years
Water Year total runoff vs. 

Oceanic Niño Index
Peak River Stage vs. 
Oceanic Niño Index

(only available for watersheds with no reservoir regulation)
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Low-Elevation Snow Outlook
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Winter Outlook Summary

Temperatures likely below average, 
especially in late winter
Precipitation likely above average 
October through March
Flooding – higher likelihood than usual
Low-elevation Snow – likely to have some
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Ways to Stay Informed: Watching the Forecast
Climate Prediction Center
8-14 & 6-10 day Outlooks

(updated daily)
cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

NWRFC 10-day Graphics
Precip & Temperatures for each day

(updated daily)
www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/weather.10_day.cgi

NWS Portland 7-day Forecast
Text, graphs, & tables

(updated multiple times per day)
weather.gov/portland & mobile.weather.gov
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Ways to Stay Informed: Social Media

Facebook
NWSPortland

Twitter
@NWSPortland
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Ways to Stay Informed: Communication Tools
iNWS

Text Message and/or Email Alert
inws.ncep.noaa.gov

NWS Chat
Instant Messaging w/ NWS staff
www.nwschat.weather.gov

Webinars & Email Briefings
For weather events with 

potential for high impacts
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Call us!
We’re available
24/7/365.
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